The State of Grace ill uſtrated from Nature : 
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Its Growth ſhewn to be gradual, its Ope- 
ration imperceptible, but by its Fruits ; 
and its Fruits a proper Ground of Aſ- 
ſurance. 


SERMON 


Preached at the Pariſh Church of Calverley, 
on Sunday, Sept. 30, 1759, 


At a general Meeting of the whole Pariſh ; 
and now more particularly addreſs'd to 
all the Inhabitants of the ſame. 
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verley in Yorkſhire, and Fellow of Oriel 
College in Oxford. 


as} 


— Grow in Grace, 2 Pet. iii. 18. 

—— The Word of the Truth of the Goſpel : Which is 
come unto you, as it is in all the World, and bringeth 
forth Fruit, as it doth alſo in you, fince the Day you 
heard of it, and knew the Grace of God in Truth. 
Colofs. i. Ver. 5. and 6. 
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TO THE 
INHABITANTS 
OF THE 


PartſhofCALVERLEY., 


My Brethren, dearly beloved, 


S the Eſtabliſhment and regu- 

lar Advances of God's King- 
dom in the Heart, together with 
the Operation of the divine Spirit 
upon the Soul, which is both the 
Cauſe and Support of it, is a Doc- 
trine of ſuch Importance, that it 
may be well called the vital Part of 
Chriſtianity ; you muſt needs think 
it a very eſſential Branch of faving 
Knowledge, and cannot, I hope, but 
A 2 be 


(i) 
be defirous of being inſtructed in it. 
And ſuch Inſtruction is the more 
neceſſary, becauſe, as the divine 
Working of the Spirit of God is 
not immediately perceptible to Us, 
many great Miſtakes, and grievous 
Errors, have aroſe concerning it. 

Some have been induced to diſ- 
believe and diſregard it, becauſe 
they did not directly feel its Force, 
and would not take the Trouble of 
examining into, and conſidering 
thoſe bleſſed Effects which the 
Scripture ſets forth as the proper 
Evidence of its active Power, —O- 
thers again, obſerving that good 
Men are ſaid to be led or influenced 
by the Spirit of God, have imagined 
that they muſt feel ſome immediate 
ſenſible Impulſe from above, or elle 
they are not in a proper Chriſtian 
State. This Apprchenſion is apt 
to drive the Humble, Serious, and 
Diffident into Deſpair; whilſt the 
airy Notion, heated and improved by 
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(v) 
a lively, warm Fancy, takes ſuch 
Poſſeſſion of the Minds of others, 
that they ſuppoſe themſelves to be 
under the immediate Direction of 
the Spirit, and preſume to refer 


their own Thoughts and Imagina- 


tions unto him, as the Author of 
them.—Such is the Preſumption 


and Deceitfulneſs of the human | 


Heart, when actuated by an over- 


weening Pride, or a wanton Ima- 


gination. Theſe and ſuch like Miſ- 
takes, concerning this important 
Doctrine, naturally give riſe to the 
two great Extreams, which we may 
obſerve to prevail ſo much among 
Vs at preſent, viz. barefaced Irre- 
ligion on the one hand, and un- 
bounded Enthuſiaſm on the other. — 
And as it is my Duty to endeavour 
to direct you in the right Way, and 
alſo my ſincere Wiſh and Deſire, to 
guard you from Error, and to ſee 


you fixed and eſtabliſhed in the 
Truth ; 


— 
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(vi) 
Truth; I have with this View been 
induced to publiſh the followin 
plain Diſcourſe ; becauſe it Gen 
as proper a Means, as any, which 
lay in my Power, of anſwering that 
reat End.—It is a familiar Inſtruc- 
tion, delivered by our bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf, under the moſt plain and 
common Image, viz. the Similitude 
of a Sower ; which expreſſes the Na- 
ture, and gradual Advances of God's 
Kingdom in the Heart, in ſo full a 
Manner, as to contain all that is 
neceſſary for you to know, and in 
ſo plain a one, that I hope you 


cannot fail to apprehend it : Parti- 


cularly, as the Generality of you, 
(though engaged in the Manufac- 
ture of Cloth) do yet cultivate fo 
much Ground, as oblidges you an- 
nually to be employed in ſowing 
Seed: From which very Employ- 
ment, your gracious Saviour was 


pleaſed to take this beautiful Re- 
pre- 
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preſentation of his Kingdom; which 


have only endeavoured to explain, 
enlarge upon, and more fully apply, 
in order to quicken your Apprehen- 
fon, and imprint it more deeply 
upon your Minds ; for I thought it 
proper to confine myſelf, through- 
out the whole Diſcourſe, to an exact 
Obſervance of the expreſſive Picture 


given in the Words of my Text; 


leſt, if I did at all indulge my own 
[Imagination in ſo myſterious a Point, 
[ ſhould go wrong myſelf, whilſt I 
was endeavouring to direct you 
tight. But I hope what is here de- 
irered to you, will appear to be ſo 
plainly connected with the Words 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, and to ariſe 
o naturally from the Image which 
he has given Us, as evidently to 
prove it his Doctrine, and not my 
own; and then, I hope, you will 
receive, acknowledge, and embrace 
it, as his. And if it does appear to 
carry the Stamp of divine Authority; 


ny 


( viii ) 
my only Wiſh is, that it may be 
accepted before God, and reſpected 


by you, as an humble Teſtimony of 


my Care and Regard for you all, 
even for thoſe, who are the moſt re- 
mote from me, and not ſo imme- 
diately under my own Inſtruction; 
whoſe ſpiritual Intereſt I am yet 
bound to conſult, and ſhall, I hope, 
alſo endeavour to promote to the 
utmoſt of my Power. 


I am, 


Your faithful, tho' unworthy Paſtor, 


W. BEwWI CRE. 


ODODODOOUY 
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Maxx iv. 26, 27, 28. 


And he ſaid; fo is the Kingdom of God, 
as if a Man ſhould caft Seed into the Graund : 

And ſhould ſleep and riſe, Night and Day, 
and the the Seed ſhould ſpring and grow up, 
be knoweth not how. 

For the Earth bringeth forth Fruit of 
berſelf, firſt the Blade, then the Ear, and 
after that the full Corn in the Ear. 

A . our gracious Saviour, to teach the 
Lax Multitude in Parables, and to in- 
ſtruct them in heavenly and divine Truths 
by familiar Alluſions to Things on Earth; 
ſo we may obſerve him in the beginning 
of this Chapter, propoſing to the People 
with this View, the Parable of the Sower: 
In which, by a natural and obvious Re- 
ference to the different State and Condi- 


tion of the Soil of the Earth, he repre- 
B {ents 


S it was the common Cuſtom of 
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ſents to them the different Temper and 
Diſpoſition of the Hearts of Men for the 
Reception of the Goſpel ; which, like unto 
good or bad Ground, render the Seed 
ſown in them either fruitful or barren, 
And hence, he further takes Occaſion, to 
give an eaſy and familiar Deſcription of the 
various Cauſes, why ſome Perſons are en- 
tirely unfruitful under all the precious 
Means of Grace, which the Goſpel affords; 
whilſt others properly receive, and carefully 
improve them to Advantage, and do bring 
forth their Fruits in due Seaſon. 

Nor does our Bleſſed Saviour ſtop here, 
but is pleaſed to revive this Subje& again 
at the 26th Verſe, and proceeds further to 
give a natural Repreſentation, under the 
fame Image, of the Manner in which theſe 
holy Fruits are gradually produced in the 
Heart of Man. And he ſaid; fo is the King- 
dom of God, as if a Man ſhould caſt Seed into 
the Ground: And ſhould fleeþ and riſe Night 
and Day, and the Seed ſhould ſpring and grow 
up, he knoweth not how. For the Earth 
bringeth forth Fruit of herſelf, firft the Blade, 
then the Ear, after that the full Cornin the Ear. 

Thus are we refer'd to the Earth or 


goed Ground, to ſec, in its Reception and 
nouriſh- 


F > 


nouriſhing of the Seed, till it comes by a 
regular Progreſs to produce the full Corn 
in the Ear, a plain and exact Picture of 
the manner, in which the good Seed of the 
Goſpel ſhould be received, cheriſhed, and 
increaſed in the Heart, until it grows up 
by gradual Advances, and brings forth the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs to Perfection; in 
the ſame manner, as the Earth bringeth 
forth, firſt the Blade, then the Ear, after 
that the full Corn in the Ear. 

Such is the Gradation of the natural 
Productions of the Earth, and of thoſe 
Spiritual Fruits, here repreſented by them. 
Theſe are the gradual Effects which we 


may ſee and perceive in both; but as to the 


Cauſe of each, and its exact Manner of 
acting in order to produce ſuch Effects, it 
is not ſo viſible and perceptible, as to diſ- 
cover to us its Operations; for % ig the 
Kingdom of God, as if a Man ſhould caſt 
Seed into the Ground, and ſhould. fleep, and 
riſe Night and Day, and the Seed ſhould 
ſpring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 
This plainly teaches us, that as Man can 
neither reckon himſelf the efficient Cauſe 
of the Productions of the Earth, nor can 
he perceive the exact Means, which cauſe 
them to ſpring forth, and proceed by regu- 
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lar Degrees to their full Growth; ſo 
neither is he the real Cauſe of the Fruits 
of Holineſs ſpringing forth and growing 
up in him, nor has he a clear and full Per- 
ception of the exact Operation of God's 

Spirit upon him, by which they are pro- 
duced, increaſed, and brought to mature | 
Perfection. 

Theſe are the important Points of Doct- 
rine, which I ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate 
to you, in the following Diſcourſe, under 
this natural and familiar Repreſentation, | 
by which our Saviour was pleaſed to ſug- | 
geſt them, in the Words of my Text. 
And firſt then, % is the Kingdom of 
God, as if a Man ſhould caſt Secd into the | 
Ground, The Kingdom of God is in 
other Paſſages of the ſacred Scripture ſaid 
to be preached, and to be within us: * It is 
ſtyled the Word or Goſpel of the Kingdom; 
which Expreſſions may lead us to the 
Underſtanding of the true Meaning of it in 
this Place. By it is meant the Word, the 
glad Tidings of the Goſpel, which were 
preached unto the World, which ought 
alſo to be received into the Heart and root- 


ed and grounded there; being that mcor- 
| Tuptibl | 


* Luke xvii. 21. 


1 
ruptible Seed, of which St. Peter ſpeaks, 
which liveth and abideth for ever, i. e. which 
will naturally produce the bleſſed Fruits of 


Immortality. For the Kingdom of God 


is not in Word only, but alſo in Power. The 
Precepts of the Goſpel have not only a 
natural Tendency to produce Purity and 
Holineſs of Life; but are rendered {till 
more efficacious, by the Power of the Spirit, 
which accompanies them wherever they are 
duly received : And hence, they become a 
lively and active Principle in the Heart of 
Man; for the Spiri* guickneth and giveth 
Life: Hence they ſtrike Root and ſpring 
forth, in a vigorous and ſtedfaſt Faith; 
flouriſh in a lively Hope; and maturely 
ripen into an holy Obedience. 

Such is the genuine Nature and real 
Efficacy of the Goſpel in the Heart of 
Man, when duly prepared for its Reception ; 
and therefore it is not improperly called 
the Kingdom of God; not only upon Ac- 
count of its own heavenly and divine Na- 
ture, but alſo from thoſe Godly and pure 
Diſpoſitions and divine Graces, which it 
produces; ſuch as engage and conform the 
Heart to the Service of God, win over, 


and by holy Violence entirely ſubdue and 


reduce 
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[03 
reduce the Will and Affections to the 
Obedience of Chriſt. And when theſe hap- 
py Effects are once accompliſhed, then may 
the Kingdom of God be well ſaid to be 
eſtabliſhed within us: Becauſe we thereby 
become truly ſubje& to the Government 
of God; are rendered really deſirous of 
performing his Will, and ſtudiouſly care- 
ful to obſerve his Commandments, and ta 
do whatever is well-pleaſing in his Sight. 
Thus is the Goſpel both the Kingdom and 
the Power of God unto Salvation, in thoſe, 
who ſincerely believe, and duly receive it: 
For in ſuch it is, as if 4 Man ſhould caft 
Seed into the Ground. It is not lite Seed 
ſown only on ſtony and rocky Places, where 
it cannot enter and ſtrike a proper Root; 
nor is it like unto Seed ct upon the High- 
way, or among Thorns; but rather in con- 
tradiſtinction to all theſe, it is here ſaid to 
be caſt iato the Ground; that is, to be deeply 
received and rooted in the Heart : And 
when this is the Caſe, the Seed will ſpring 
and grow up, in an imperceptible Manner ; 
in a Manner, which ſo far exceeds all hu- 
man Apprehenſion, that it may be well ſaid, 
that neither the Perſon, who ſows it, nor 
the Heart, that receives it, knoweth exactly 

how 
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how. The manner, in which Corn ſprings 
up and grows, gives us a plain and clear 
Image, which truly repreſents this Matter, 
and appears exactly parallel to it in every 
Circumſtance. Let me therefore deſire you 
to conſider it in this Light, as it is a 
point of View, in which I think you are 
moſt likely to apprehend it. 

After you have once caſt your Seed into 
the Ground, and have taken Care that it be 
covered to a proper Depth with Earth; 
what do you, or what can you do, further, 
towards its Increaſe ? Is it any Power of 
your own, which cauſes it to come up? Or 
are you poſſeſſed, of any Means, either to 
haſten or retard its Growth, at your 
Pleaſure ? Is it your Finger, that puſhes it 
forth? Have your Hands formed thoſe ten- 
der Shoots, which begin to raiſe their 
Heads above the Ground ? Can you draw 
them out by your own Help into thoſe 
numerous Wires or Blades, which after- 
wards ſpring up? Or either ſupply or pro- 
perly diſpoſe the Materials, which are neceſ- 
ſary to their Growth? Is the Whole, or 
any part of this wonderful Production 
your own Work ? Or have you any hand in 
it? No indeed, all that you can do, 1s to 
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ſow, in hope of the divine Bleſſing upon 
the Earth, to make it fruitful, and to wait 
with a patient and humble Expectation, 
that God, who has diſpoſed the Courſe of 

Nature, in ſo wonderful an Order, as t | 
give, as it hath pleaſed him, to every Seed | 
its own Body, will give you an Increafe, in 
Proportion both to the Quantity and Quali- 
ty of your Seed fown : But you cannot in- 
termeddle at all, in this mighty Operation, 
but muſt receive this Bleſſing entirely from 
God. FN 
But to proceed. You are ſo far from 
being able to do any Thing of this kind 


yourſelves, that you cannot even fee or 
perceive the exact Manner of it, nor the 


Means by which, it is done. You ſee the 
Effect, that it does ſpring and grow up, 
but it ſpringeth and groweth up, you know 
not how. Do you ſee the Cauſe of its 
Vegetation, or can you tell the exact Man- 
ner, in which it acts upon it, ſo as to 
produce this Effet? We will grant that 
Experience may carry ſome of you ſo far, 
as to obſerve, that a due Proportion of Rain 
and Dews, and of the Heat and Light of 
the Sun, and other Luminaries, is neceflary 


to this Production; and that as the ſacred 
Scripture 
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Scripture elſewhere expreſſes it, the tender 
Graſs (which may alſo be applied to the 


Blades of Corn) fpringeth out of the Barth, 


by clear ſhining after Rain, (or by clear 
ſhining and by Rain, which ſeems to be 
the true Conſtruction of the Original.) 
Thus much you may perhaps colle& from 
Obſervation, but then you are {till incapa- 
ble of perceiving the exact Manner, in 
which theſe cauſe Vegetation ; as you arc 
unable to direct or diſpenſe them, at your 
Pleaſure. Do you ſee the Manner, in which 
the Grain, that is ſown, receives not only 
its Moiſture, but alſo its freſh Additions of 
ſolid Matter, which cauſe it to ſwell and 
burſt forth? Do you ſee the Light and 
Heat ſtriking upon it, in ſuch a juſt Pro- 
portion, as not to dry and wither it, of 
exhale its Moiſture, but only to thruſt it 
out in tender Buds; which by a wonder- 
ful Supply of freſh Matter, and a conſtant 


Circulation of refined Juices, are not only 


daily increaſed, but alſo proportionably in 
every Part? Are theſe curious and ſurpriz- 
ing Acts of Nature viſible and bbvious to 
your Eyes? Or does it not exceed the utmoſt 
Stretch of your Faculties to comprehend 
them, as it does the utmoſt Efforts of your 
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Power to effect them? None of us have 
any Hand at all in this Matter ; for after a 
Man has once caſt his Seed into the Ground, 
he may ſleep and riſe, as uſual, Night and 
Day; the ſame Operation of Nature ſtill 
goes forward, and the Seed will ſpring in 
its due Time, and grow up in a Manner 
he knoweth not how ; for it is no Part of it 
his doing. The Earth that drinketh in the 
Rain, which cometh oft upon it, and bringeth 
forth Herbs, meet for the Perſons, of whom it 
rs dreſſed, receives its Bleſſing of God. And 
it 1s that, and that only, which renders it 
fruitful. 20 

I have now endeavoured to explain to 
you the natural Image, let us next conſider 
the Spiritual Application of it. For, ſo is 
the Kingdom of God, as if a Man ſhould cat 
Seed into the Ground. If the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom, if the pure Seed of the Word 
of God is once ſown and deeply received 
in a Heart properly prepared for its Re- 
ception, as the Seed Corn is caſt into the 
Ground, after it has been properly dreſſed 
and cultivated, it will alſo like the other 
ſpring forth, grow up, and ſhew itſelf in 
holy Deſires, a good Diſpoſition, and pious 


Converſation ; For it is not more natural 
for 


[ 17 ] 
for the Seed, after it hath been put into 
the Ground, to ſhoot forth into ſtanding 
Corn, than it is for theſe Spiritual Seeds of 
the Goſpel, when once planted and rooted 
in the Heart, to ſpring up and ſhoot forth 
into a holy Life. The Shoots of both will 
at firſt be tender ; and Length of Time 1s 
required in both, to bring them to Matu- 
rity : Either of them may be checked and 
ſpoiled, or even rooted up, but both are 
equally fruitful, in their own Nature. And 
dare venture to ſay, that wherever theſe 
Spiritual Seeds of the Goſpel are deeply 
received and rooted in a good Heart, and 
nouriſhed and cheriſhed there, they will no 
more fail to produce the Fruits of good 
Living, than good Ground, when proper- 
ly ſown, will fail to produce good Corn, by 
the Bleſſing of God, which alone does, and 
can give, the Increaſe in both Cafes. For 
as it is not in your Power, after you have 
ſown your Seed, to make it ſpring up, nor 
is it your Finger, nor any Means of your 
own, which cauſes it fo to do; ſo neither, 
after the good Seed of the Kingdom is once 
ſown in your Hearts, can you by any in- 
herent Virtue or Power of your own, cauſe 
it to ſpring forth, and grow up in you. 
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The whole of this Procedure muſt alſd be 
the Act of God. It is God that muſt 
work in you by his divine Power, to make 
you thus fruitful. For tho' the Seed of God's 
Word be ever pure and good, yet can it never 
ſpring up in your naturally corrupt and 
depraved Hearts, fo as to produce any good 
Work, except Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouf- 
neſs, enliven it with his quickening Rays 
and water it with the heavenly Dews of 
his holy Spirit; no more than your Corn 
could ſpring forth and grow up, without 
Rain, Dews, or Sun-ſhine, or any Influ- 
ences from any of them. Man has him- 
ſelf no more to do in this great Work, 
than the Huſbandman, has in the Production 
of his Corn. He may ſerve as an Inſtru- 
ment indeed, to caſt the Spiritual Seed into 
his own, or poſſibly into another's Heart, 
when rightly diſpoſed by due Culture, and 
divine Grace, to admit and receive it. But 
after he hath done that, he hath no more 
that he can do: He can never of himſelf 
make this holy Seed ſpring forth, into hea- 
venly Thoughts, pious Reſolutions, and 
Godly Actions, at his Command: It is God 
only, who muſt thus work in him both to will 
and to de, of his good Pleafure. He muſt 


therefore 
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therefore wait with Patience, and humble 
Confidence on God, who alone can work 
this glorious Effect, which abundant- 
ly exceedeth all human Power. Nor 
need he yet, except it be his own Fault, de- 
ſpair of ſeeing and receiving theſe Spiritual 
Fruits, in due Seaſon. For if this holy 
Seed be indeed duly received and rooted in 
his Heart, and preſerved and nouriſhed 
there, he may fleep and riſe, Night, and 
Day, and go about the neceſſary Buſineſs 
of his Calling; it will be made by the 
divine Power and Energy, to ſpring and 
grow up, in a Manner he knoweth not how. 
He may ſee the Effect, but cannot perceive 
the exact Manner, in which it is produced. 
He may with Joy and Comfort, ſee each 
Godly Motion, and holy Propenſion rife in 
his Heart, under the Influence of divine 
Grace, as the Huſbandman rejoices to ſec 
his tender Corn, riſe and ſpring forth by 
the Bleſſing of God, in a kindly and tem- 
perate Seaſon; yet he can no more con- 
ceive or comprehend the Action of the 
divine Light and heavenly Spirit by which 
ſuch happy Effects are produced, than the 
Huſbandman can diſcern and underſtand, 
the exact Manner in which his Seed is 

made 
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made to ſhoot forth, by clear ſhining and 


by Rain. 
Such ſeems to be the general Progreſs 


both of Nature and Grace. The Effects 


in both are evident, but the Operations to 


us, imperceptible. And whatever ſome 
may tell us of the extraordinary Feelings 
and ſudden Impulſes of the holy Spirit, by 
which they ſay, they are fo greatly actu- 
ated; I am ſure we are no way warranted 
to expect any ſuch Thing from God's 
Word. And tho' we do not preſume to 
limit the Power of Omnipotence, nor pre- 
tend to ſay, that God may not have done 
ſome extraordinary Acts of this kind, in 
ſome particular Caſes; yet we may fafely 
afhrm, that this is not the ordinary Man- 
ner, in which he has declared, that he will 
work upon the Heart of Man; and that 


therefore ſuch Acts (as in the Caſe of St. 


Paul's Converſion) may be deemed truly 
miraculous ; being as much out of the 
common Couſe of Grace, as Miracles are 
out of the common Order of Nature. 
And as the gracious End of Miracles has 
ever been the general Good of Mankind, 


' (viz. to atteſt ſome great Truth, and to 


confirm 
3 


KY 
confirm and ſettle Men in it) they have 
always been, and we may preſume always 
will be, attended with ſome evident and viſi- 
ble outward Teſtimony, for that Purpoſe: 
And we may well imagine that ſuch Mira- 
cles, both in Grace and Nature, have ceaſ- 
ed, upon the general Reception of Chriſti- 
anity, except thoſe, who have ſince pre- 
tended to them, can produce proper Cre- 
dentials, to convince us of their Reality. 
But to be brief upon this Head: All 
that I ſhall ſay is: That if any Man, after 
having duly received the Word of Godin 
his Heart, does ſee and obſerve in himſelf 
good Thoughts, holy Reſolutions, and a 
Chriſtian Diſpoſition to ſpring up from it ; 
it is as abſurd in that Perfon to deſpair of 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, becauſe he does 
not ſenſibly feel the immediate Impulſe of 
the divine Light and Spirit, which work 
theſe happy Effects in him; as it is for 


the Huſbandman, when he ſees his tender 


Corn to ſpring up abundantly, to deſpair 
of its ever coming to Perfection, becauſe 
the Manner, in which the Light, genial 
Warmth, and Vapour, cauſe it thus to 
thoot forth, and grow up, is not outward- 
ly viſible and perceptible to his Senſes. 

| | In 
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In ſhort, it is enough for us to ſee, Sully 
perceive, and acknowledge the Power of 
God, in its Effects; we muſt not imagine | 
that we are to apprehend the very Manner 
of his Acting, either in his providential 
diſpoſal of human Events, in the won- 
derful Courſe of Nature, or in the regular 
and equally admirable Progreſs of divine 
Grace. For all theſe Things are made by 
an almighty Power, t ſpring up in a Man- 
ner, Man tnoweth not how. 

As to the Fruitfulneſs of divine Grace, 
and the Progreſs of God's Kingdom, 'in the 
Heart, (with which we are, at preſent, 
more immediately concerned) it is beauti- | 
fully deſcribed by God himſelf, in the 55th | 
Chapter of Ifaiah, pretty nearly under the 
ſame Image, I have endeavoured here to 
explain. As the Rain cometh down, and the 
Snow from Heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the Earth, and maketh it bring 

forth and bud, that it may give Seed unto the 
| Sower, and Bread to the Eater So fhall 

F my Word be, that goeth forth out of m 

Mouth; it ſhall not return unto me void, but 

tt fhall accompliſh that which I will, and it 

ſhall praſper in the Thing, whereto I ſend it. 


| We have here God s Promiſe to aſſure us, 
| that 
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that as the Rain and the Snow from Heaven, 
do not fail to water the Earth, and cauſe 
it regularly to bud forth, and yield Seed to 
the Sower, and Bread to the Eater, in their 
due Seaſons; ſo ſhall his Word be by the 
divine Grace equally efficacious, in accom- 
pliſhing his Pleaſure, and the great End 
whereto he ſent it; viz. that of purifying 
thoſe, who duly receive it, from all Iniqui- 
ty, and producing in them the Fruits of 
Holineſs. For ſuch is God's good Plea- 
ſure; ſuch is the great End of the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. But we muſt be careful to 
obſerve that both the heavenly Seed of the 
Word and its Fruits are God's free Gitt. 
Fer like as the Rain coming down from 
Heaven, maketh the Earth to give Seed for 
the Sower, and Bread for the Eater; ſo alſo 
5 the divine Power, which cauſes the heaven- 
ly Word to accompliſh this great Work in 
the Heart of Man, and which giveth us, 
according to God's Free-will, both the 
Seeds and the peaceable Fruits of Righte- 
ouineſs. 

And yet this Doctrine no more encou- 
rages us to be remiſs and inattentive to our 
Spiritual Concerns; than it does the Huſ- 
bandman to be careleſs and negligent, in 


D regard 
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regard to his temporal. For our Concur- 
rence and Endeayours are as neceſſary in 
the one, as his are in the other : And theſe 
are neceſſary Duties to be performed by us, 
before we can expect to proſper in our 
ſpiritual State, as they are by him, before 
he can expect to ſueceed in his temporal. 


The Rain coming down from Heaven is 


indeed the true Cauſe of the Earth's being 
fruitful, but it will not make his Ground 
ſo, except it be properly prepared to receive 
it. If his Ground lies deſolate, like a wild 
Waſte, the mildeſt Showers of April are 
beſtowed upon it, to little Purpoſe. 80 
in like Manner, if our Hearts lie quite 
neglected and uncultivated, all the Rleſ- 
lings of divine Grace are loſt upon us. 
For tho' the heavenly Seed, aided by al- 
mighty Power, will ever accompliſh the 
divine Pleaſure, yet it is not God's Will and 
Pleaſure to work in us the great Work of 
Rightcouſneſs, againſt our Inclination, and 
without our Concurrence; to force this 
good Seed into our ſtony Hearts, and to 
cauſe it to thrive and proſper in them, 
without any Preparation or Culture. 
Suppoſe any of your Neighbours poſſeſ- 
ied of a large Tract of Ground, filled with 
| large 
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large Stones, intermixed only here and 
there with a coarſe Tuft of moſſy Earth, 
ſhould, without ever endeavouring to re- 
move or ſubdue this rngged Surface, by pro- 
per Culture, think it enough to caſt his 
Seed Corn upon it, and be fo weak, as to 
expect that by the Bleſſing of Heaven, it 
would fpringup and grow there? Or, would 
you think ſuch a Perſon much wiſer, if he 
ſhould throw his Seed upon Briars and 
Thorns, without ever attempting to root 
them up, and confidently hope to have a 
good Crop from it? Or, if he ſhould in- 
duſtrioufly go up and down the Roads, and 
cammon High-ways, and caſt his Corn upon 
them, and earneſtly expect to reap the 
Fruits of his fooliſh Labours? Such a 
Conduct as this would at once appear to 
you abundantly abſurd and ridiculous. 
And yet that Perſon 1s no leſs guilty of 
egregious Folly and Preſumption, who ex- 
pects that the Word of God ſhould produce 
the Fruits of Holineſs, under ſimilar Cir- 
cumſtances; that tho' he harden his 
Heart, as a Stone againſt it, it ſhould 
yet enter and take Root in him, without 
lus endeavouring, by true Contrition and 
Repentance, to ſubdue his hardned Diſpo- 
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ſition and rugged Temper : Or, that this 
heavenly Seed ſhould ſpring and grow up 
in him, when his Heart 1s as fully beſet 
and engroſſed with worldly Cares, corrupt 
Luſts, and unruly Paſſions, as the moſt de- 
folate Ground can be with Thorns and 
Briars; or laſtly, that the Word of God 
ſhould be nouriſhed, and yield a plentiful 
Increaſe in his Heart, when, like a common 
High-@way, it is quite open to receive every 
Impreſſion, and fully expoſed, without 
Guard, to any Temptation; not rejecting 
or barring out any one evil Thought or 
wicked Act, which would intrude upon 
it. The Caſe of the weak Huſbandman 
abovementioned, and that, of ſuch a 
wretchedly fooliſh Perſon is exactly par- 
rallel; and let thoſe, who would laugh at, 
and deſpiſe the one, take care, that they do 
not juſtly incur the Imputation of the 
other; for ſurely it is not only more 
fooliſh, but more dangerous, to err thus 
groſſly in ſpiritual and eternal, than in 
earthly and temporal Concerns. If then 
we are ſenſible, that it is neceſſary for the 
Huſbandman to dreſs, cultivate, and guard 
his Ground carefully, before it can be- 
come fruitful, let us alſo learn from 

thence, 
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thence, that it is equally neceſſary for us, 
to prepare our Hearts by a proper Culture, 
and to keep them with all Diligence, be- 
fore we can expect to reap from them 
the bleſſed Fruits of Holineſs here, and 
eternal Life, and Immortality hereafter. 
Thus are we to wor out our own Salvation; 
For tho' Salvation itſelf, together with all 
the bleſſed Effects of it upon the Soul, is 
entirely the Gift of God]; yet our utmoſt 
Labour and Pains are required, to quali- 
fy us for the Reception of ſuch an inva- 
luable Bleſſing, and to render ourſelves 
proper Objects of the divine Bounty. 

Let me therefore earneſtly exhort you, to 
make a juſt and full Application of what 
has been ſaid, unto yourſelves. Let not 
this important Doctrine, which I truſt has 
been faithfully drawn, and delivered to 
you, from the ſacred Scriptures, meet with 
ſuch Stony Hearts, as will yield it no Re- 
ception, but rather ſuffer it to be deeply 
imprinted, and to take Root in your Minds. 
Cleanſe your Hearts of exceſſive worldly 
Care, of every inordinate Defire and cor- 
rupt Paſſion, that they may not prevail 
and choke it: Keep and ſecure them by a 

conſtant 
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conſtant and diligent Guard; that evil 
Thoughts and wicked Actions may not 
break in, trample down, and utterly deface 
each good Impreſſion : So that the pure 
Seed of the Goſpel, being deeply received, 
preſerved and nouriſhed in the Heart, 
may bring forth in you the Fruits of good 
Living. And when this happy Effect is once 
produced, when Chriſtian Graces, and vir- 
tuous Diſpoſitions, ſpringing from this 
lively Principle, do manifeſtly ſhine forth 
in your Lives and Actions, you need not 
look for, nor deſire any extraordinary 
Impulſes; for I dare be bold to ſay, that 
you have the Sea/ of the Spirit, and as ſure 
an earneſt of your heavenly Inheritance, 
as it has pleaſed God to give us, in this 
Life. 

And may He that miniſtereth Seed to the 


Sower, both miniſter Bread for your Food, 


and multiply your Seed ſown, and increaſe 
the Fruits of your Righteouſneſs. Now to 
God the Father, &c. 


. 


